. Knowledge of mechanisms of crystal-induced inflammation is applicable not only to crystal-induced diseases in rheumatology but also to industrial lung diseases2 and possibly atherosclerosis (P N Platt and A Malcolm, p 000).
We believe that the first priority is to accumulate reliable reproducible data designed to dissect the detail of the multiplicity of mechanisms involved in the interaction of different crystal surfaces with different varieties of cell membranes in vitro. Armed with confident and secure data we may then erect testable hypotheses that may be examined in vivo. All of the important methods are available in the laboratory and it might be better to focus attention for a while on this aspect of the subject rather than to continue to erect more and more elaborate models on the present fragmentary and insecure data.
